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Protestants during the next six months to any vacant
dignity or office and to grant to the Huguenots no
privileges of worship or other advantages to which
they were not already entitled by the treaties and
edicts of Henry III. In return for these conces-
sions, the majority of the Catholic nobles consented
to recognise him as their King.

Yet the royal army began to melt away. Epcrnon
left the camp with 7,000 men ; he professed that he
could do the King better service in his governments
of Saintonge and Angoumois. His intention \vas
to watch the turn of events, and if the opportunity
offered, to establish himself as an independent ruler.
Many other nobles followed his example.

It was perhaps the hope that he might succeed the
King of Navarre in the protectorate of the Churches
which made the Duke of Thouars (la Tr^moille)
hurry back to his fiefs in the Protestant districts of
the South-west. The Gascon and Poitevin Hugue-
nots who followed him might with more reason ex-
cuse their departure by the state of destitution in
which they found themselves.

Soon the royal army was reduced to half its
numbers, while that of the League was constantly
strengthened by the arrival of Spanish or native
reinforcements. To persist in remaining before
Paris was to invite disaster, yet the retreat of the
King appeared a confession of weakness and encour-
aged the impression that he would be no match for
his opponents. The League not only held Paris
but most of the great towns. They already out-
numbered the King in the field, and would soon be